
NEWSLETTER

KEY DATES 
Thursday 27th July—Wednesday 9th 
August 

Japanese students visiting

Monday 31st July
CSSA Secondary Zone Basketball
Infants/Primary School Photos

Tuesday 1st August
Secondary School Photos
K—11 Parent Teacher Interviews 4pm—
9pm in the Hall (bookings are made 
online - see letter included with reports)
State Futsal Championships - Penrith

Wednesday 2nd August 
Infants/Primary Assembly - 2.40pm 
in the hall - Kindergarten presenting 
(Please note change)

Thursday 3rd—Saturday 5th August
Silver Duke of Ed Pack 'n Paddle Adven-
terous Journey

Thursday 3rd & 10th August
Year 8 South Coast Interschool Sport at 
Guest Park

Monday 7th August
Primary Zone Athletics - Beaton Park

Tuesday 8th August
Secondary Zone Athletics - Beaton Park
Year 11 student leaders to Masterclass at 
Sydney Presbyterian Church

Wednesday 9th August
HSC Major Works Night 6.30pm in the 
Hall
Infants Primary Assembly 3.40pm in the 
Hall - 3R Presenting

Thursday 10th August
CSSA Primary State Soccer Metro Cup

Friday 11th, 25th August, 8th, 22nd 
September
Year 12 Parent Prayer Group - Staff 
Common Room 9.30am

Tuesday 15th August
Infants/Primary Creative Arts Night 6pm 
in the hall

Thursday 17th—Friday 18th August
Secondary Camp Activities

Thursday 17th—Friday 25th August
Trial HSC

A MESSAGE FROM 
OUR PRINCIPAL
Following the destruction of the kingdom of Judah by the forces of 
Nebuchadnezzar, the royal family and nobility of Judah were carried off into exile 
in Babylon. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were among those chosen from 
the noble families of Judah to receive a special education by their captors to try 
and re-train them in the ways and culture of the Babylonians. The Babylonians 
were trying to make them conform to their ways and transfer their allegiance 
from the God of Israel to the gods of Babylon. Despite the best attempts of the 
Babylonians, these men remained steadfastly loyal to God. 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were summoned before the king for their 
refusal to bow down and worship the statue of the king and were given a second 
chance to turn from their disobedience to Nebuchadnezzar. But they were not 
prepared to compromise. Even though they knew that they would be burned alive 
if caught, compromise was never a possibility for them. Obedience to God was 
more important. 

The problem with compromise is, where does it stop? It starts small but spreads 
and impacts all of our way of life. It destroys our credibility and our witness as 
Christ’s ambassadors. 

 “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2)

 “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be 
holy, because I am holy." (1 Peter 1:15 – 16)

As Christians we are called to be different and set apart – that is the essence of 
holiness. God calls us to live holy lives that reflect who God is and his character. 
While it is often easier to compromise and blend with the crowd, that is not what 
God wants of us.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s obedience to God - their uncompromising 
stand - was totally vindicated when they walked out from the fiery furnace 
unscathed. God was praised and honoured as the king publically praised their God 
and they were given high offices in the land. No matter what the outcome of our 
obedience to God in this world, God will be honoured through our holy lives lived 
in uncompromising service of him. 

Welcome back to second semester. 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Parent teacher interviews for Years K-11 were held last Tuesday.  There is another 
opportunity this coming Tuesday 1st August from 4pm-9pm in the school hall. 
Please see over the page for details on how to book appointments.  Mr Bob Green 
will be available during parent teacher interviews for any questions you have about 
SEQTA.  Please bring your device with you. No appointment necessary. 

PRAYER & PRAISE 
"Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting."  
Psalm 139:23-24

Continue to pray for the Year 12 students as they prepare for the HSC. 

Give thanks for the whole school athletics carnival on Wednesday.

Pray for the visiting Japanese students and their host families. 
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ELEVATE EDUCATION 
STUDY SKILLS EVENING FOR 
SECONDARY PARENTS 
Wednesday 23rd August 7.00pm

Come along and learn how you can 
support your children in secondary 
school with their home study. 

The 60-minute parent study skills 
evening will cover the following topics:

• How parents can help their children 
effectively manage their time.

• How parents can help their children 
become motivated and stay 
motivated.

• The different types of work that 
students should prioritise across the 
year in order to improve their results.

• How parents can help their children 
work effectively with technology 
whilst minimising distractions like 
Facebook and Instagram.

Elevate Education has been delivering 
engaging, practical and extremely 
effective seminars to our students in 
Years 7-12 over the past year. These 
seminars have their biggest impact 
when they are reinforced outside the 
classroom. The parent evening will 
provide you with an insight into what is 
being covered with your children and 
with ways you can support them at 
home. 

Enjoy a cup of tea and cake afterwards 
as you chat with other parents and staff.

Please RSVP by emailing reception@ics.
nsw.edu.au

K—12 SCHOOL PHOTOS
K—12 school photos are taking place 
Monday 31st July (infants/primary) and 
Tuesday 1st August (secondary). The 
only small change with this schedule is 
that girls in the Year 8 futsal team will 
be having their individual photos done 
on Monday, and the Year 8 group photo 
will be taken on Thursday.

School Photo envelopes were sent 
home with school reports and should 
be returned on photo day.

Family photo envelopes can be 
collected from the office. Family photos 
are being taken on both days.

Prep photos are arranged separately.

NEW SEQTA APP
SEQTA has released the SEQTA parent 
portal as an app for Apple IOS devices only 
at this stage. This should cater for most 
smartphone and tablet users. The Android 
app is on its way.

One of the major benefits of the app is 
that it gives notifications in a similar way to 
iMessage (push notifications), with a pop-
up on the screen and number next to the 
app icon. It is suggested that you put the 
app onto your main home screen so that 
each time you unlock the phone you will 
see if you have a notification.

Search the Apple App Store on your device 
for SEQTA Engage, and you should find 
the app. When you first open the app, you 
will be asked to enter the school website. 
Use parent.ics.nsw.edu.au, and then your 
normal SEQTA username and password on 
the next screen. 

Mr Bob Green will be available next 
Tuesday during parent teacher interviews 
for any questions you have about SEQTA.  
Please bring your device with you. No 
appointment necessary. 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Parent teacher interviews for Years K-11 
were held last Tuesday.  There is another 
opportunity this coming Tuesday 1st 
August from 4pm-9pm in the school hall.

For these interviews we are introducing a 
new internet-based booking system called 
Parent Teacher On-Line (PTO).  To access 
PTO click here.  Enter your surname and 
PIN number (PIN numbers were provided 
on a slip sent home with the printed copy 
of your child's school report).   If you 
have any problems using PTO or if you 
have misplaced your PIN number, please 
contact the school office or email pto@ics.
nsw.edu.au

HSC MAJOR WORKS NIGHT
Each year the faculties of Creative and 
Performing Arts, Technological and Applied 
Studies, and English proudly showcase 
the major works produced by their Year 12 
students for the practical component of 
the HSC. This year the event will take place 
on 

Wednesday 9th August at 6:30pm in the 
school hall.

For further information please contact 
Mrs Greaves via SEQTA or email greaves.
cathy@ics.nsw.edu.au

WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN 
Support our school by shopping at 
Woolworths and collecting the Earn & 
Learn stickers. Just shop at Woolworths 
to earn one sticker for every $10 spent 
from 26th July, fill in the sticker card and 
drop it into the box in the office or at 
Woolworths Unanderra. 

UNIFORM SHOP
Regular opening hours: 

Mondays 8.30am—11.30am and 1.30pm 
—4.00pm, and Wednesdays 8.30am—
11.30am Email: iccordeaux@alinta.com.
au Ph: 4239 5220 (shop hours)

LEGO ROBOTICS CLUB
We are planning to run the Lego 
Robotics club again this year for 
students aged 9-16 years. We will be 
meeting on Wednesday afternoons from 
3:30 pm to 5:30 pm.

If you are interested in finding out more 
about the club or have been a past 
member of the club and would like to 
join again this year, please email Mrs 
Shaw (shaw.beth@ics.nsw.edu.au) or Mr 
Green (green.robert@illawarrace.nsw.
edu.au) 

Mrs Beth Shaw and Mr Robert Green

RECYCLED PAPER FOR PREP
Paper wanted for Prep. If you have a 
business where you have paper to be 
recycled, could you please send this 
into Prep.  It just needs to be blank on 
one side. 

Mrs Balson

RUNNING SQUAD
The ICS Running Squad is back again 
in Term 3 on Monday afternoons after 
school at Sheargold Park. 

If you would like to attend Running 
Squad this term, contact Mrs Kime, and 
she will make sure the Signmee note 
gets sent to you. The Squad is for any 
students in Year 5—12. After your note 
is signed, you may come and train as 
many Monday afternoons as you like for 
the rest of the term. If you are training 
for a specific event, please speak to Mrs 
Kime about this, and she can write you a 
training program.

ZOOPER DOOPER FRIDAYS
During 3rd break, under the COLA, for 
$1.
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